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ECO HUB WILL LAUNCH A NEW ERA 
Our new state-of-the-art Eco Hub is on course for a New Year 
launch.
Local residents and delegates attending this year’s Locality 
Convention recently enjoyed a guided tour of the facility.
More than £1 million has been invested to transform the former 
Park Keeper’s Cottage at Witton Lakes, which has stood there for 
over 100 years.
Activities delivered from the Hub are set to include a range of 
workshops and practical learning around the environment, ecology 
and sustainability. There will also be a dedicated push to work with 
the local community to tackle issues like fuel and food poverty.

TIME TO LOOK FORWARD
Compared to the previous 12 months, 2021 has been a year that has promised much and, to some 
degree, delivered. But, as we head towards another Christmas, the shadow of Coronavirus remains. 
While we continue to take small tentative steps into the promise of a better tomorrow, it is important 
that we look at how much we have achieved together these past 18 months and draw strength from 
the spirit and unity shown by friends, family and colleagues in supporting one another through these 
unprecedented, historic times. Merry Christmas to you all and here’s hoping that 2022 shines bright 
for us all. 

Steve Sharma: Editor

Witton Lakes at sunrise. Thank you to Paul Fozard for this stunning photo.

Afzal Hussain, Chief Officer at Witton Lodge, said local residents will play a leading role in shaping and delivering services. 
“There is a climate emergency and as well as a Governments commitments we need grass roots action that will protect 
our planet and deal with the pressing issues facing many of our residents, such as food and fuel poverty.” Situated in the 
picturesque Witton Lakes we will be making the most of this beautiful location to promote health and wellbeing.
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SEASONAL CHEER FROM URBAN DEVOTION
At Urban Devotion 
Birmingham we love 
Christmas. We love the 
sense of festivity, feasting 
and family but even 
more than that we love 
the underlying message 
captured in Jesus’ birth. 
The past couple of years 
have been tough for so 
many of us but Christmas 
speaks of light shining in 

dark spaces and of hope overpowering hopelessness. For our 
team, Christmas is also a chance to rest but before we get there 
we want to celebrate. 
Here are a couple of ways we’re planning to do this:
Wyrley Birch Family Christmas: On Wednesday 15th December 
we’re partnering with Elim Life Church to bring you the Wyrley 
Birch Family Christmas from 3:30-5:00 in the car park by Black 
Rock Road. There will be Santa and his grotto and a fun activity 
trail, featuring a giant nativity, that leads through the Christmas 
story. There will also be carols, hot chocolate and mince pies.
Underground Christmas – our final Underground drop-ins for 
2021 are on Monday 20th December. Children in school years 
3-6 are welcome between 3:15 and 4:30 and those in school 
years 7-11 from 5:00 till 6:00 – at the Underground Youth 
Centre underneath St Martins Church on the Ring in Perry 
Common. There will be Christmas games and treats and a low-
key opportunity to engage with the Christmas story. 
Both events are free and we would love to see you! Check out 
our social media for more details.
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OUR SUPER MARY TURNS 100

Birmingham super volunteer Mary Harvey has celebrated her 100th birthday.
Mary, who lives in Perry Common, has been volunteering in the local community for almost 20 years and is also a 
member of the Witton Lodge Community Association’s board.
To this day, she still remains active and engaged, performing reception duties at Perry Common Community Hall, 
delivering leaflets to homes in the community and engaging with local residents on activities like Duckling Watch.
In June, Mary led a sponsored walk and raised more than £1,300 for John Taylor Hospice.
A birthday celebration was held for Mary at the Witton Lodge Road venue with guests including Erdington MP Jack 
Dromey, the Leader of Birmingham City Council, Cllr Ian Ward, Ward Councillor Robert Alden and Cabinet member 
Cllr Paulette Hamilton. They were joined by more than 60 of Mary’s closest friends from across Perry Common, Witton 
Lodge staff and fellow volunteers.

MARY
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LITTLE AMAL WALKS TALL 
Little Amal, the giant puppet at the heart of an 8,000km 
walk in support of refugees, visited Erdington.
Hundreds turned out to welcome her with celebrations 
including live music and street games from across the 
world 
In 2021, the 3.5-metre-tall living artwork of a young 
Syrian refugee child started to walk across Turkey, 
Greece, Italy, France, Switzerland, Germany, Belgium 
and the UK to focus attention on the urgent needs of 
young refugees.

Little Amal’s appearance in Erdington was co-ordinated 
by Active Arts for Kaleidoscope, and organised 
as part of an international travelling festival 
and Birmingham’s first joint City Council & 
Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games 
Cultural Festival event.

Little Amal has already met the Pope and 
celebrities like Jude Law. Little Amal’s 
remarkable journey from Gaziantep near 
the Turkish-Syrian border to Birmingham, 
helped to shine an urgent light on the 
stories of the millions of young refugees 
who are displaced – and the many who 
are forced to risk arduous journeys for the 
chance at a better life.
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A NEW ERA OF SUPPORT FOR 
ERDINGTON RESIDENTS
We have launched the Erdington Wellbeing Hub, 
a brand-new facility delivering support services 
around Health and Wellbeing and Employment 
and Skills.
Aimed at local residents, the hub, located at 196 
High Street, will provide dedicated provision for 
people who are looking for work, are in need 
of training or qualifications and those who are 
vulnerable; suffering from medical conditions, 
mental health issues, isolation or general 
wellbeing problems related to diet and lifestyle.
In addition, weekly Housing Advice surgeries 
and Benefit Workshops will give those who need 
it, expert advice and guidance around money, 
benefits and accommodation.
Debbie Bates, Health and Wellbeing Manager 
for Witton Lodge Community Association, 
said: “Essentially, we are extending our service 
delivery, growing provision to reach even more 
people, we want to help as many local residents 
as we can.
“We have recruited new staff which has enabled 
us to grow our portfolio of services even further. 
All are free to access and clients can be assured 
of receiving a confidential service in a safe 
environment.”

EILEEN HAS FRIENDSHIP ALL SEWN UP
Local resident Eileen Winslow, 72, set up a knitting group to support 
local women who had gone through bereavement. Over a decade later, 
the group has gone from strength to strength, gaining members who 
have been knitting and sewing throughout the pandemic.
It all started at church, where Eileen met some widows who didn’t have 
a regular activity to go to outside of the church service.
Eileen, who has been knitting since primary school, says: “It struck me 
that these women had a lot of talent in knitting, sewing and craft making 
skills that were going to waste.
“I thought: What if we started a knitting class doing something useful 
for charity?”
That was the beginning of a group that has now been coming together 

for ten years, which now brings 15 to 20 regular members together every Monday at the Sycamore Court Extra Care 
Sheltered Housing Scheme in Perry Common.
Eileen found that members were more likely to come along on a regular basis if the group knitted for charity rather than 
if she organised coffee mornings or knitting groups for the fun of it.
She said: “A lot of knit and natter groups ask people to come along and bring their own stuff, but I don’t think that 
works as well. By giving members a purpose, and someone who can teach them new skills, there’s an appreciation for 
coming on a regular basis.”
There’s structure to the group. Eileen buys in patterns and wool in different colours, much of which has been purchased 
with the help of Ageing Better in Birmingham. The programme also bought the group sewing machines so that they 
could do a wider range of crafting and attract more people from nearby areas.
“It keeps it interesting, it keeps it fresh,” says Eileen.
People with or without skills in knitting, crocheting and sewing are welcome to join this friendly and welcoming bunch of 
people and if you would like to find out more, call or text Eileen on 07480 780750.
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ST MARGARET MARY 
CHURCH’S CAFE

An innovative community project, 
co-ordinated and delivered by St 
Margaret Mary RC Church in Perry 
Common, has been supporting 
local residents adversely affected 
by the Coronavirus pandemic and 
lockdowns.
In order to support and 

empower people struggling with loneliness, isolation and 
bereavement, a disused space above the main church was 
converted into a warm, modern community room where 
people could meet to socialise.
The room itself has been fully carpeted and repainted. A 
new laptop and large display screen have been installed 
together with Wi-Fi and fast-fibre broadband. A new 
barrister coffee machine has also been fitted together with 
new tables and comfortable chairs to enable a ‘drop-in’ 
café to be established.
In addition, the space has been utilised to engage members 
of the church’s youth club, giving local teenagers the 
opportunity to socialise together and take part in activities 
like quizzes, competitions and fundraising events.

Father Simon Ellis commented: “The room is also being 
used by church and local community groups for meetings. 
The new IT equipment facilitates Zoom and other online 
connectivity, something which is becoming increasingly 
important for business meetings in particular.
“However, the real jewel in the crown is the new barrister 
machine which enables us to provide an informal café 
on site which in turn helps to build social engagement, 
particularly for those people who have become isolated 
and lonely during the pandemic lockdown. 
“We currently have two professional barristers, Michal 
and David, who give of their time voluntarily to serve high 
quality coffee and refreshments, and also offer training 
to young people who wish to develop their own barrister 
skills. This is already proving hugely popular with many of 
the young people who drop in for coffee and a chat.”
He added: “Many people in our 
neighbourhood, especially those 
affected by bereavement, are really 
struggling with the impact of the 
recent lockdown. Once we are able 
to bring more of these people into 
our centre, the new community café 
will provide much needed social 
therapy to help them recover and 
move on with their lives.”

JOBEDA INVESTING IN 
PEOPLE

As the North 
Birmingham Economic 
Recovery Co-ordinator, 
Jobeda is responsible 
for co-ordinating 
the delivery of the 
North Birmingham 
Economic Recovery 
Action Plan.  This plan 

aims to support the economic recovery of North 
Birmingham following the devastating impact on 
businesses from Covid 19.  The North Birmingham 
Economic Recovery Task force brings together key 
stakeholders such as 2022 Commonwealth Games, 
HS2 and IM Properties.
“I relish the chance of working with people and 
making things happen,” said Jobeda.
 “I love to make a difference! My role enables 
me to join up opportunities available through 
stakeholders to create a bigger and more 
significant impact.  The thought of knowing that 
my work supports individuals by providing them 
with opportunities which otherwise may not have 
been accessible to them, gives me a real sense of 
satisfaction.”
Away from work, Jobeda loves spending time with 
family and friends, playing netball, basketball and 
badminton. She also enjoys fitness and exercise.
If you’re a local business in need of support please 
call Jobeda on 0121 382 1930 or email: Jobeda.
shahed@wittonlodge.org.uk
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As part of a national INSET day organised by E-ACT, 
pupils at North Birmingham Academy spent a day 
working alongside organisations within the local 
community to show how much they are appreciated.
The pupils were split into teams, with each team working 
together at different locations. 
A spokeswoman for NBA said: We provided breakfast to 
the local fire station and baked goods to local businesses. 
The science staff worked with the site staff to clean up 
the local area, while some completed a sponsored walk 
with all money raised donated to a local food bank. 
“The English staff donated books and read stories to 
local primary schools while our Art Department framed 
outstanding work by NBA pupils to be displayed at the 
Perry Tree Centre. 
“It was truly an honour to be able to dedicate time in 
giving thanks to our local community and we hope to 
continue these acts of kindness and gratitude.”

PUPILS GET A TASTE OF 
COMMUNITY LIFE 
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FRIENDS OF WITTON LODGE  
#3 URBAN DEVOTION BIRMINGHAM
We’ve been around since 2003 and work with children, young people and 
families right across Erdington. However, our home is right in the heart of 
Perry Common 
You might recognise us from our bright blue hoodies and our dark red Mobile 
Youth Venue – a large van kitted out with a lounge area, screens and games 
consoles.
We’re based at Hope House – the old vicarage next to St Martins Church 
– and run many of our activities from the Underground, which is located 
underneath the church. We also work in local primary and secondary schools in Wyrley Birch with mentoring, small groups 
and drop-in activities around Witton Lakes.
Like you, most of us live in Perry Common, Wyrley Birch and the wider Erdington area. We want to see people thrive and 
be proud to call these neighbourhoods home.
Our approach is all about building relationships. We do this through walking the streets, providing a food service during 
the pandemic, running drop-in clubs, sports sessions and online gaming, delivering therapeutic support – counselling 
and play therapy – and a whole host of other activities. Our Christian ethos motivates us to create safe spaces for all 
regardless of faith or other defining characteristics.
We’ve worked hand in hand with Witton Lodge right back to our inception – through community litter picks, co-hosting 
community festivals such as Spring into Summer and Wyrley Festival of Fun or more recently as part of the Erdington 
Covid-19 Task Force.
We look forward to our partnership continuing as we collaborate to best serve Perry Common, Wyrley Birch and beyond.
For more information on Urban Devotion Birmingham activities and how they can help you please call 0121 350 9370.

The Last Word: Afzal Hussain – Chief  Officer
As we approach the festive season, we will celebrate and spend time with our loved ones. We will 
also remember those that are no longer with us. In recent times, community spirit has been tested 
and it has emerged stronger - it is evident at this time of year, as so many look out for each other, 
and especially those who may be on their own. It is this sense of community that continues to guide 
the work of the Association. 
We are delighted to formally launch the Erdington Well Being Hub that will provide much needed 
services from the former walk-in-centre on the High Steet. The Witton Lakes Eco Hub will be 
opening in the weeks after New Year. A ground-breaking facility that will be a great meeting place and where advice on 
small changes will help us save money on energy costs; get us healthier by enjoying the outdoors and fight the climate 
crisis. Perry Common Community Hall remains our ‘anchor’ where anybody can turn up – whether that be for advice and 
support or where many people turn up to offer their time, and volunteer for a cause that they are passionate about.
From the entire Witton Lodge team, we wish you a healthy and peaceful Christmas and New Year.
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PETS CORNER 
say hello to Archie, Barney, Midog, Harley, Dolly, Willow

if you have cute pets and would like their photo in the next edition of the newsletter, please email them as jpegs to: 
Steve.sharma@wittonlodge.org.uk
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