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YOU’RE IN TRUSTED HANDS
In line with the Government’s easing of Covid-19 restrictions, Witton Lodge 
Community Association is pleased to announce we can resume our Trusted Hands 
service. 
Established to support your daily needs, whether you need help with cleaning, 
doing the laundry, shopping, odd jobs around the home, gardening or general DIY, 
Trusted Hands provides a friendly, reliable service at a reasonable charge, which 
considers your individual needs. 
John, a resident at our Extra Care Sheltered Housing Scheme, Sycamore Court, has 
benefitted from the Trusted Hands service. “I have always found the help I received 
with housekeeping chores to be very efficient. They did a very good job for a very 
fair price,” he said.

Meanwhile, Erdington resident Julie found out about the Trusted Hands service while seeking support for a disability which 
keeps her housebound. She commented: “I receive an exceptional service for my laundry, which is always handled with care, 
as if it was their own. They even collected it and dropped it back to my home on the same day.”
If you feel you could benefit from the support of Trusted Hands, please contact Joann Reynolds on 0121 386 4724 to discuss 
any arrangements or needs you have.

A VOICE FOR PERRY COMMON AND WYRLEY BIRCH
Light is beginning to break through at the end of what has been a dark and lonely tunnel for many 
people. With Covid-19 restrictions hopefully lifting in the near future, the hope is that life can once 
again offer us opportunities for interaction, engagement and sociability.
Across Perry Common and Wyrley Birch, people have been inspirational in supporting one-another as 
the pandemic disrupted our personal and professional lives.
But let’s now look forward and ensure the spirit and unity, which has bonded us all, continues to help 
us enjoy life as it’s supposed to be. Enjoy your second edition of Our Community Matters.
Steve Sharma: Editor

Nature at its best - Wonderful wildlife at Witton Lakes (photo by Linda Hines)
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Our own IT lending library – Digit-All – is proving to be a 
lifeline for local residents who have become isolated due 
to the impact of the Coronavirus pandemic.
Launched to help keep people engaged and connected 
with loved ones and assist with tasks in their daily lives, 
the service has been hailed ‘irreplaceable’ by one local 
pensioner.
Seventy-five-year old Erdington resident Ron recently 
borrowed a Tablet from Digit-All. He said using the device 
has made a positive difference to his everyday life and 
general wellbeing.
“I used to use a computer in my room but that just kept 
me in a confined space all day, which got me feeling 
down,” he said.
“With the Tablet I borrowed I can use it in any room in the 
house which doesn’t restrict my movement and gives me 
the opportunity to do other things while I have it on.”
Ron has used his new device to take part in a number of 
(Witton Lodge) health and wellbeing support sessions 
on Zoom and says it allows him to be more engaged in 
activities.
“In my room on the computer, there was no leg room or 
space to move around,” he said.
“But now I can take part in online exercise classes and feel 
the benefits of doing such an activity.”
He added, the Tablet also makes it easier for him to keep 
updated on current affairs and local news.

“It has been a big help, without it I would have continued 
to feel isolated,” said Ron.
“I use the Tablet to check the news and to do word 
searches and other games that help me pass the time 
and keep positive.”
Paul Tse, Flourishing Community Development Officer 
for Witton Lodge, manages the Digit-All service.
“The idea behind our lending library was to help people 
connect with their families and friends, access those 
services which can support their needs and improve their 
skills and confidence,” he said.
“For people like Ron to feel the benefits in such a 
personal way is very uplifting and makes us feel proud 
the service is working in the way we intended it to.”
If you would like to know more about Digit-All and how 
you can borrow equipment to support your needs please 
call Paul on 0121 382 1930/07875 292513.

RON’S DIGITAL 
LIFELINE 

ARE YOU A COMMUNITY CHAMPION?
Birmingham City Council is looking for unsung heroes to become Community Champions 
leading up to the 2022 Commonwealth Games.
Nominations are being invited for those people who make a positive difference in their 
community. It could be as simple as having helped a neighbour in need, coaching a local 
sports team or given up their free time to support a good cause.
Those chosen as Community Champions will work with the City Council to create a direct link 
to their community. Visit the Birmingham City Council website at www.birmingham.gov.uk

“It’s all about bringing people together in such a way that they share a positive and productive experience by improving 
the look and feel of where they live,” said Linda.
“We’ve people of all ages, from five to 75, making a positive contribution to the future of North Birmingham. What could 
be better.” For more information please call Linda Hackett on 0121 608 6182 or 07305 545973.

LINDA WANTS YOU TO LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE 
Community initiative ‘Love Where You Live’ is helping to reinvigorate the North 
Birmingham landscape.
The brainchild of Linda Hackett, founder member of popular Perry Common walking 
group the Red-Hot Chilli Steppers, said the project has seen hundreds of local people 
come together to clean-up communal gardens, pathways and children’s play areas. 
More than 300 bags of litter have been collected, while overgrown trees, hedges and 
flowerbeds have been trimmed and tidied to improve the aesthetic appeal of where 
they are.



Page 3

SUPPORT GROWS FOR ENTERPRISE HUB

Other factors which respondents say are important considerations 
for the project include promoting community cohesion, ensuring the 
facility is easily accessible and somewhere young professionals can 
meet socially.
There is also great sentimentality around Erdington Baths, with 
people commenting on activities that used to be held in the building.
“A scout leader used to test local children for badges on a 
Wednesday night there,” said one person, while another commented, 
“my three eldest daughters learned to swim there and we had canoe 
lessons in the 1970s too.”
If you would like to have your say on the exciting proposals to 
transform Erdington Baths into a thriving Enterprise Hub, please 
visit: https://www.erdingtonbaths.org/

Key survey findings include

93% support the transformation and concept
78% are interested in working from the site
76% say Erdington’s local community spaces need to be improved
71% support the idea of a local workspace facility

A survey to gauge public support for plans to transform the former Erdington Baths site into an enterprise hub, has found 
93% of people are in favour of the project.
Witton Lodge Community Association has been consulting with residents and businesses across the district to help shape 
its plans to transform the derelict building into a state-of-the-art workspace facility.
More than 130 people have completed the online survey with 78% saying they would be interested in working from the 
site, while 88% support the creation of a new community resource which nurtures and promotes creativity.
The site has been vacant since its closure in 2014. Successful funding applications to the Greater Birmingham and Solihull 
Local Enterprise Partnership (GBSLEP) have provided capital to support the refurbishment of the building.

INSPIRATIONAL MARY WALKS TALL
Inspirational Mary Harvey has raised more than £1,000 for John 
Taylor Hospice.
Our 99-years-young super volunteer led a sponsored walk around 
The Ring in Perry Common to mark the end of Volunteers Week 
2021.
She was accompanied on the walk by Erdington MP, Jack 
Dromey, while those in attendance to cheer her on included the 
Chief Constable of West Midlands Police, Sir David Thompson, 
Community Fundraiser at John Taylor Hospice, Sally Redmond, City 
Councillor, Robert Alden, Witton Lodge Community Association 
staff and volunteers, local residents and well wishers.
Following her walk around the 358-metre long traffic island Mary 
was – to rapturous applause – presented with a specially engraved 
‘winner’s medal’ and commemorative souvenir from Sir David 
Thompson
Mary’s walk has so far raised over £1,000 in sponsors. A 
presentation to staff and residents at John Taylor Hospice will take 
place in the near future.
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Meanwhile, children’s charity Spurgeons offer a range of activities and support services at the Lakeside Children’s Centre in 
Wyrley Birch.
Catering for children aged up to five-years-of-age, qualified staff also provide outreach services to help parents, depending 
on their work commitments and circumstances.
Provision at the site on Lakes Road includes access to children’s health services, support for children with special needs and 
links to JobCentre plus and local training providers.
For more details call 0121 752 1970

CHILDCARE SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES
With many parents now returning to work, childcare 
provision for families in Perry Common and Wyrley Birch has 
become an even more essential support service.
Blue Sky Nursery is a mainstream nursery in Perry Common. 
It was established in 2017 and forms part of Wilson Stuart 
School which has received six consecutive ‘outstanding’ 
Ofsted reports.
Nursery staff specialise in working with children from 2-4 
years of age, with teaching focussed on allowing children to 
learn at their own pace. 
A range of fantastic facilities include a swimming pool, soft 
play area, and sensory garden. 
In addition, children benefit from physical development 
sessions in the sports hall, music sessions and access to the 
school’s library. If you would like to know more about the 
nursery, booking a place for a child or booking a visit,  
please call 0121 306 4808. 
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A TIMELY MESSAGE FROM WEST  
MIDLANDS POLICE
The vast majority of local residents have reacted well to the 
difficult and challenging circumstances which have been 
created by the Covid-19 lockdown.
Despite their own frustrations and personal circumstances, 
they have acknowledged the importance of lockdown 
to keep themselves and their communities safe.  We are 
however seeing an increase in anti-social behaviour as rules 
start to be relaxed and we urge the community to continue 
to follow the guidelines and be sensible.  We would ask 
local parents to speak to their children about their conduct 
when they are out and about.  We appreciate they have 
been ‘cooped up’ for such a long time, but they need to act 
responsibly and be respectful to others.

HELPING LOCAL ENTREPRENEURS FULFIL THEIR AMBITIONS
Are you a budding entrepreneur? Ever thought about working for 
yourself? If you’ve always dreamed of running your own business, 
Witton Lodge Community Association can help.
We can provide you with the tools and resources you’ll need to succeed. 
We can also help fund your project through our Small Grants initiative.
Through the WLCA Small Grants Scheme, we award up to £500 for 
community groups, clubs, local start-up businesses and interesting 
projects that we feel will benefit the local community.
The Small Grants Application Form is available to download on our 
website. Alternatively, call Iram Fardus on 0121 382 1930.

VOLUNTEERS WEEK ACTIVITIES 
BRING PEOPLE TOGETHER
Erdington Covid-19 Task Force partners ran a series of activities 
to celebrate Volunteers Week 2021.
Events were held across the constituency including in Perry 
Common, Stockland Green, Castle Vale, Pype Hayes, Gravelly 
Hill and Kingstanding.
Activities showcased the impact of volunteering in local 
neighbourhoods, in the hope of attracting more people to sign 
up as volunteers.

Working alongside the local community, we have worked hard to take a sensible approach to any breach of the 
lockdown rules.  For those who have continued to flout the rules, fines have been issued, with non-payment being dealt 
with by court hearings.
During the lockdown, police have been working around the clock and sometimes putting ourselves in danger.  Like 
the public, we are having to change and adapt with the new rules and get used to life in the new normal.  We too have 
families and friends and some of us have lost loved ones and have had to cope with loneliness.  We would appeal to 
everyone, please engage with us and help us to fight this battle together so we can come out the other end in solidarity.
Finally, around 18 months ago, the local team here consisted of a Sergeant, two Police Constables, and three Police 
Community Safety Officers. But with the expansion of Police recruitment, we are now a team of one Sergeant, 10 Police 
Constables, four Police Community Safety Officers and a full-time Police Officer in our local secondary school. 
If you see us about, please come over and say hello. 
You can keep up-to-date with police news on our Twitter page (@erdingtonWMP) and the WMNOW messaging service.  
If you haven’t already signed up, please do so by contacting us at Kingstanding@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk
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SUPPORT FOR ERDINGTON’S SENIOR CITIZENS 
IS EXTENDED
With almost £150,00 worth of support already distributed to help the elderly and 
isolated, the Erdington Neighbourhood Network Scheme (NNS) contract has now 
been extended for another 12 months.
Co-ordinated in partnership between Witton Lodge Commmunity Association and 
Compass Support, Erdington NNS is a locality and constituency based network of 
organisations and individuals, funded by Birmingham City Council, which enables 
engagement with community groups to support older people to live independent 
and connected lives.
Erdington NNS provides bespoke support to people in Erdington, Perry Common, 
Stockland Green, Kingstanding, Pype Hayes, Gravelly Hill and Castle Vale.
Health & Wellbeing Development Manager at Witton Lodge,’ Debbie Bates, said: 
“With the COVID19 pandemic presenting even tougher challenges for people, 
Erdington NNS has continued to engage with our communities and identify those 
gaps where support and provision is needed. We will continue to be pro-active 
and deliver the solutions where they are needed most.”

For more information on Erdington NNS and how it could help you, please call Debbie Bates on 0121 382 1930 or visit:  
https://wittonlodge.org.uk/our-projects/living-well/supporting-you/erdington-neighbourhood-network-scheme/

ST MARTIN’S CHURCH IS OPEN AGAIN
The Place of Welcome is now open again at St Martin’s Church on The Ring, 
so if anyone fancies a drink and biscuit with friends, it is the place to be. 
You can join us to quench your thirst on Tuesday mornings from 10am until 
12noon and on Wednesday mornings from 11am at St Margaret’s Church, 
Tyburn Road, Pype Hayes (Holy Communion starts at 10am).
Meanwhile, on Thursdays, from 10am till 12noon, Community Gardening 
takes place, offering some gentle exercise through basic gardening, weeding, 
planting seeds or bulbs as well as a few practical garden craft activities. 
Bosses at St Martin’s are hoping to get their popular Tea Dance and Film 
Afternoon sessions up and running again in the very near future, along with 
a brand-new activity, the ‘St Martin’s Music Group.’ The church has received 
funding and created St Martin’s Music Box which contains instruments that 
anyone can play.

ERDINGTON VOLUNTEERS KEEP IT CLEAN
Erdington Litter Busters is a group that was set up to achieve one thing 
– to care for Erdington and improve the lives of its residents by keeping 
the area clean and green. 
This is mainly done by tackling the causes and symptoms of litter 
on streets and green spaces, and bringing communities together so 
everyone feels valued and has pride in where they live.
The work is also done to ensure Erdington is an attractive place to 
work, shop and socialise.   
Spokeswoman, Dawn Edwards, said: “Around 40 local residents meet twice a month to remove litter from the streets. And 
after each pick we meet at Eden Café at the YMCA for well-deserved refreshments.”
The group has acquired funding to purchase equipment and create community cohesive activities. It has also developed 
partnerships and alliances with the YMCA, Near Neighbours, local police, Birmingham City Council and other community 
groups. “We plan to maximise the use of the time and energy of volunteers and get them involved in delivering our shared 
vision of Erdington.”
For details on the work the group does, and to see how you can get involved, please visit the group’s public Facebook 
page: Erdington Litter Busters
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Ruby Begum is our 
Employment and Skills 
Tutor, providing one-to-
one coaching for people 
who need to improve their 
employability, and delivering 
training to help learners build 
their confidence and develop 
new skills.

There are over 13,000 volunteer opportunities 
available to work with the Commonwealth 
Games, for people of all abilities and interests. 
We can support your training and employability 
skills needs to secure a role.
Contact scott.baldwin@wittonlodge.org.uk to 
find out about these opportunities and for help 
to apply.

She specialises in Information Technology and delivers regular IT 
training sessions to help people master digital online platforms in 
order to access and apply for jobs.
In her spare time, Ruby loves to travel, read and take long country 
walks. She’s also a big Bollywood movie fan.
If you need IT support to boost your job prospects please call 
Ruby on 07458 104236 or email her at:  
Ruby.begum@wittonlodge.org.uk

Development of the new Eco Hub at Witton Lakes is 
continuing with construction of our new state-of-the-art 
community facility on schedule for a September opening.
The former park keeper’s cottage is being transformed 
into a multi-functional venue to promote environmentally 
sustainable lifestyles for people across North Birmingham.
The new Hub will also showcase and promote energy 
efficiency, cultivating home-produce and the pursuit of 
outdoor activities. 
We would like to hear your views on the kind of activities 
and events you would like to see at the new Eco Hub. 
Please email your ideas and suggestions to:  
Robert.netherway@wittonlodge.org.uk

RUBY’S GOT I.T.  
READY FOR YOU

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES

ECO HUB UNDER  
CONSTRUCTION

Perry Common Grandmother and Great Grandmother, Brenda Middleton, who 
has kept residents entertained and upbeat throughout Lockdown with her 
TikTok dancing videos has sadly passed away, aged 75.
Brenda started posting the videos, shared on our Witton Lodge Community 
Association Facebook page, to encourage other senior citizens to keep active 
and look after their physical and mental health during the pandemic.
The videos, which featured the sprightly 75-year-old dancing, next to Grand-
daughter Kelly Holmes, were an instant hit with viewers, with her latest effort 
gaining more than 11,000 views!!
Grand-daughter Chantelle, who works for WLCA, said: “Nan was such a fun 
and happy person who had a loving personality. She put a lot of smiles on 
people’s faces and would light up any room with her sense of humour, she 
was a lady nobody will ever forget. Will forever be in our hearts, loved and 
cherished by everyone who knew her.”

FAREWELL OUR BRENDA
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FRIENDS OF WITTON LODGE  
#2 THE ACTIVE WELLBEING SOCIETY (TAWS)
The Active Wellbeing Society is a Community Benefit Society and Cooperative 
working to build healthy, happy communities living active and connected lives.
We are grounded in the communities where inequalities are at their highest, 
and we work with them to tackle inequality and promote community 
development.
We deliver a wide range of free activities and services aimed at improving 
wellbeing at an individual and community level. By working collaboratively 
with communities, we aim to bring about sustainable change on a social, 
environmental and economic level. 
This will make communities more resilient and remove barriers that prevent 
them from living active and connected lives.  Our activities can be anything 
from a group led walk, bike sessions, all the way through to a knit and natter 
session.  These take place in local community spaces and GP surgeries 
connecting people to one another. 
For further details on how TAWS can help you, please call Karen Creavin on 
0121 728 7030 or email: Karen.creavin@theawas.org

The Last Word
Celebrating Volunteers Week has been a real highlight, with community partners 
hosting  a series of events across Erdington to mark the occasion - showcasing all 
of the great work, offering opportunities and signing-up new volunteers.  Our local 
volunteers in Perry Common and Wyrely Birch have been the backbone of efforts to 
support our community during the pandemic.
We look forward to life returning to normal, and over the coming weeks we will 
be organising more community activities including an event on Perry Common 
Meadows to mark the completion of the redevelopment that has seen over 900 new 
homes, improved parks and new community facilities.    
Many of our residents have been affected by the economic fall-out from Covid-19. 
The Association has invested significantly in employment and skills support, and 
with an expanded team we are able to offer an enhanced service. So whether you 
are looking for work, wanting to learn a new skill or gain valuable work experience 
then do get in touch with us.
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PETS CORNER 
say hello to Billy, Rufus, Charlie & Lewis

if you have cute pets and would like their photo in the next edition of the newsletter, please email them as jpegs to: 
Steve.sharma@wittonlodge.org.uk

Billy CharlieRufus Lewis
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