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WHISPERS
Something To Shout About

Welcome and
Welcome to the latest edition of Wyrley Whispers we hope you enjoy reading it.

Thank You

Next year will see the launch of a brand-new newsletter – Community Matters - which will bring you all the latest news from across Wyrley Birch and Perry Common and
remember you can contribute too.
If you have any stories you would like to share in the first edition of Community Matters please email them to: Steve.sharma@wittonlodge.org.uk

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF WITTON LODGE
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, LINDA HONES MBE
Being a Resident Director and Chair of Witton Lodge Community Association, Wyrley Birch and Perry Common are very
special to me as I have always lived in the Erdington area.
This year has been a busy and sometimes challenging year, but those challenges also come with opportunities!
We continue to open and run Perry Common Library every Friday, offering free Housing Advice, Employment Support and
Health and Wellbeing Services.
Looking to the future, the construction of our Environment Centre within Witton Lakes will start on site early next year,
which is really exciting! We are also looking to purchase local properties to refurbish, providing great quality homes for
families in need.
It’s a pleasure and a privilege to lead the Association and I look forward to continuing in the role.
Hoping you all have a great Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year!

Donation Boosts Eco
Hub Project
Witton Lodge Community Association has received an £800
boost courtesy of IM Properties.
The generous donation was made following a launch event
for the property management company’s much heralded
Peddimore project. The scheme is set to create up to 10,000
jobs and contribute upwards of £350 million towards the
local economy.
Planning Director, David Smith, said: “IM Properties used
this launch event to take the opportunity to promote their
four social value partners for the scheme, which include Witton Lodge and highlight the vital work these partners do
to support the local community that surround the Peddimore site.”
Afzal Hussain, Chief Officer for Witton Lodge,’ said: “This donation is a magnificent gesture from patrons of the
Peddimore scheme and we are very grateful for their generosity and support.
“These funds will support the development of our exciting new Eco
Hub at Witton Lakes. This project will transform a former Park Keeper’s
cottage into a community facility that will showcase renewable energy,
help tackle fuel poverty and create a new café and meeting place.”
Once completed, the collaboration between IM Properties and
Birmingham City Council will create a world class employment park
designed to retain and attract local, regional, national and international
occupiers.

Believe in Each Other
Christmas evokes so many different feelings depending on our upbringings, our relationships or our proximity to
friends and families. Between us at Urban Devotion Birmingham we identify with a whole range of emotions that you
might experience - warmth, love and affection, as well as sadness, pain and loss.
What unites our team is a belief in the story of hope that lies behind the tinsel and turkeys, the puddings and pantos.
When we celebrate Christmas we are celebrating Jesus coming into the world to shine light into darkness, to offer
hope where we are hopeless.
Everything we do at UDB flows from a desire to see children, young people and families thrive and know their
incredible worth and potential. Whatever your own belief or experience of faith you are so welcome to
get involved. Our faith motivates us to welcome people of all faiths and none. Why not check us out
on social media (@urbandevotion) visit our website (urbandevotion.org) or pop in to meet us.
We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Andy Winmill – Urban Devotion Birmingham

Be safe and Keep A Light On
Reported burglaries are still in very low numbers, so let’s keep it that way
by making our homes look like someone is in when we are out.
The nights are drawing in so quickly now that it is very dark come the
early evening. So consider leaving a light on or use a Segment Timer which
can switch a lamp on and off for you for as long as you need over a 24hr
period.
We are now in a position to send out secure emails to you as we may want
to tell you that someone is in the area pretending to be from your gas
supplier or inform you of an important local community event.
Rest assured we won’t inundate you with emails but we don’t want you
to miss out on important information that we are sharing within the
community.
Please join up to www.WMNow.co.uk in order to receive all of our latest
neighbourhood alerts.

Support Group is Here
to Help
Looking Back to Shape the Future
We have almost reached the end of an historic year in the history of Witton Lodge Community Association.
With 2019 being our 25th anniversary we organised a range of activities to celebrate our journey and thank those
who have helped us along the way.
We partied like it was 1994 as tenants, volunteers and staff came
together to enjoy an evening of fun and laughter which included a
DJ, retro games like Guess Who? Connect 4 and Operation, a 90s
picture quiz, a live performance from the Ring of Sound Choir and
lots of lovely food and drink.
Chief Officer at Witton Lodge, Afzal Hussain, said: “Over the last
25 years, the Association has overseen many changes to the local
community and started to work in partnership with organisations
like Birmingham Council to improve life for people living on the
Wyrley Birch estate.
“Our aim, as it has always been, is to facilitate improvements where
they are needed. We have experience of creating new parks, cycle
paths and walking routes as well as new health, education and
community facilities.
“As we look to the future our ambitions for Wyrley Birch are
stronger than event. Residents are at the heart of everything we
do and try to achieve so we look forward to delivering even more
success working with local people, over the next 25 years.”

Erdington Neighbourhood Network
Scheme Will Help Older Residents
The Erdington Neighbourhood Network Scheme (ENNS) has been established to help older
residents live independent and connected lives.
Organisations (and individuals) are now being encouraged to apply for funding to set up
projects and activities which boost health and wellbeing for the over 50s.
Through the scheme’s Small Grants Programme people can apply for between £250 and £10,000.
Sarah Blackstock, lead co-ordinator for ENNS, said: “The Erdington Neighbourhood Network Scheme is a
constituency-based network of community, voluntary and social enterprise organisations who will enable
engagement with those organisations and individuals who can provide support and activities which older people
can benefit from.
The goal of ENNS is to provide access to activities and support services which help reduce isolation, promote
positive health and wellbeing and encourage people to actively participate in their community.
“The ultimate aim is to help people live independent and connected lives,” added Sarah.
Representatives from a wide range of community organisations attended the official launch of the Erdington
Neighbourhood Network Scheme’s (ENNS) Small Grants Programme.
The event, hosted by Witton Lodge Community Association, welcomed visitors from renowned support groups
like YMCA, the Aston Villa Foundation and Ageing Better as well as individuals exploring opportunities to create or
extend provision which benefits the health and wellbeing of older people living in the constituency.
The event was opened by Chief Officer at Witton Lodge, Afzal Hussain, who provided guests with an overview of
the ENNS scheme. Associate, Sharon Palmer, talked people through the funding criteria and application process.
Individuals and groups are now being invited to apply for funding to establish services and activities which
encourage older residents to participate in their own communities; services which can help reduce their sense of
isolation and reinforce good health and wellbeing.
Under the scheme’s Small Grants Programme people can apply for between £250 and £10,000, depending on the
scope of their ‘initiative.’
If you would like to request an ENNS funding application form, please email chantelle.holmes@wittonlodge.org.uk
If you live in Erdington, Perry Common and Kingstanding and would like to know more about ENNS please call Ali
Walker on 0121 382 1930. If you live in Castle Vale, Gravelly Hill, Pype Hayes or Stockland Green call Laura Grigg
on 0121 748 8112.
If you would like to know more about ENNS and how it could help you, please call Ali Walker on 0121 382 1930.

Earlier this year Wellbeing Officers at Witton Lodge
Community Association, Rebecca Craddock and Fauzia
Begum launched a new support group in partnership
with Oikos Church.
Meeting every Thursday at the Oikos Café in Erdington
Hight Street, the group aims to encourage people to
set and reach healthy, productive lifestyle goals.
With discussion focussed on topics like physical and
mental health, food and diet and managing stress and
anxiety, the group is succeeding in connecting people
through shared experience.
To celebrate the friendships that have formed since the
group launched in May, Witton Lodge organised a meal
out for everyone at the Horse and Jockey pub in Sutton
Coldfield.
During the recent get together, one of the clients
commented: “It’s a lovely group, everyone is so
supportive and we have all become good friends. It has
really helped me to stop feeling so low.”
The group is free to join and open to anyone who
lives in North Birmingham. For more details please
call Rebecca on 0121 382 1930 or email: Rebecca.
craddock@wittonlodge.org.uk

Anniversary Dinner a Night to Remember
It was a night to celebrate the achievements of the past and the potential of the future as former directors,
councillors, MPs, local partners, residents, board members and staff came together for Witton Lodge
Community Association’s 25th anniversary dinner.
The birthday bash at Perry Common Community Hall was attended by friends and colleagues representing the
many different organisations who have worked with the Association since it was established in 1994.
Guests were treated to a special 3-course anniversary dinner which included a spectacular two-tier cake,
specially commissioned and designed to capture the highlights and successes of the last 25 years. There was
also the official premiere of the Association’s exclusive 25th anniversary video.
Linda Hines MBE, Resident Chair of Witton Lodge, said the secret to the Association’s success is quite simple.
“More important than the things we do is how we do them and it’s people who are at the heart of everything,”
she said.
“Any success we’ve enjoyed over the past 25 years is only because of the wonderful support and help we’ve
received from so many individuals and organisations who have become more than just our partners, they’ve
become our friends.
“This celebration is as much theirs as it is ours so here’s to the next 25 years working together to make a
difference in our communities, positively transforming lives.”
Afzal Hussain, the Association’s Chief Officer, added: “Over the course of the past 25 years the Association
has overseen the redevelopment of Perry Common with over 900 new family homes built, creating new parks,
cycle paths and walking routes as well as new health, education and community facilities.
“Last year alone we supported over 450 residents and young people to gain new skills and find employment;
helped 350 older residents to lead more independent lives through our Living Well service; attracted over
2,000 local residents to our community festivals and events and benefitted from over 5,000 volunteer hours.
“Our partners and supporters have been integral to these achievements and will continue to be so in the
future.”

TRAINING DELIVERS Employment FOR JOB SEEKERS
With Christmas just around the corner, Employment and Skills staff from Witton Lodge have been supporting a
Royal Mail recruitment drive.
A series of training workshops delivered at Oikos Cafe in Erdington provided learners with an insight into current
roles and opportunities with the postal giant.
Following an informal presentation the candidates (from Erdington Job Centre) were given a series of
competence tasks and tests, delivered by Employment and Skills Tutor, Tony Bartley. Five of them are now in the
process of securing part-time and
full-time roles with Royal Mail.
It is the first time Witton Lodge
has worked with the global courier
and forms part of the Association’s
ongoing, accredited f-AME training
programme.
For details on how our employment
and skills training courses could
help you, call Tony Bartley now on
0121 382 1930.

Turn on To Computers
Confused by computers? Incensed by the Internet?
If you’re a local resident having trouble getting to
grips with Google, our Digital Literacy classes can
teach you everything from email to Word, logging
on to downloads and keeping connected with
friends and family using Skype.
The FREE sessions take place at Sycamore Court
every Tuesday from 10am to 12-noon. Call Paul
now on 0121 382 1930

MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF
OFFICER AT WITTON LODGE
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION,
AFZAL HUSSAIN
This has been a momentous and historic year for Witton
Lodge Community Association.
As we come to the end of our 25th anniversary we should
look back to look forward. All those stories and experiences
that we have shared in since 1994, all those successes and
achievements, working together to make Perry Common a
vibrant, stronger, better connected community. It is those
which can take us forward with confidence to create a
future we can be proud of and happy in.
So as 2019 draws to a close let us be thankful for the good
times we’ve had these past 12 months and take strength from those occasions and experiences which have
tested us and made us better, stronger people. Christmas is a time for family so make sure you cherish the
opportunities you have to spend with yours. Remember too your extended family; drop by and say hello to
those friends and neighbours who may be home alone as 2020 moves into view. On behalf of everyone at
Witton Lodge, we wish you all a very healthy and happy Christmas and prosperous New Year.

A Year to Cherish at
Sycamore Court
As 2019 draws to a close staff at Sycamore Court, our
sheltered housing scheme, continue to work hard to ensure
that the wellbeing of each and every one of its residents is
met in a professional and friendly manner.
The numbers have swelled this year with several new
residents joining us; all have been warmly welcomed into the
fold.
With activities including day trips to places like WestonSuper-Mare, barbecues and fancy-dress parties, the
commitment is to make sure there’s always something to
keep residents engaged and entertained.
Over the next few months all the communal areas on the
ground floor of Sycamore Court will be refurbished while
work also continues to get our catering kitchen up and
running. When it does finally launch it will be open daily to
provide meals for our residents and members of the wider
community.
We encourage and support our residents to lead
independent lives. With its own private garden and proximity
to local shops, facilities and transport links, Sycamore Court
offers comfort and convenience.
If you would like to find out more or would like to come
and have a look around, then please call our Homes and
Properties Team on 0121 382 1930.

WHAT’S ON
LAKESIDE CHILDREN’S CENTRE
Lakes Rd, Erdington, Birmingham, B23 7UH
Tel: 0121 752 1970

MONDAY
WEDNESDAY
Aikido : 7:30pm -9:30pm

THURSDAY
Pain Clinic : 10:00am – 1:00pm (by GP appointment only)
Slimming World : 5:00pm (1st Session) 7:00pm (2nd Session)

FRIDAY
Slimming World : 10:00am
Housing Advice Surgery : 2:00 – 4:00pm
Quiz Night : 7:00pm -9:00pm
(Please check our website and notice boards for dates and times)

Baby Group : 1:00pm-2:30pm (0-12 months)
Hug in a Mug : 9:30am – 11:00am

TUESDAY
Terrifc 2’s stay & play : 1:00pm-2:30pm (2-3 years)
Speech and Language Stay and Play : 9:30am – 11:00am (2-5 Years)

WEDNESDAY
Little Talker’s : 9.30am – 11:00am
(speech and language focused groups for 2-5years)
Job Club : 10:00am – 1:00pm (Drop In)

THURSDAY
Kids West Midlands Support : 9:30am – 11:30am
(Referral only for more information call Lakeside)
Baby Massage : 1:00pm-2:00pm
(Call your local Children’s Centre to book on)

148 Witton Lodge Road, Perry Common, B23 5AP
Tel: 0121 350 9370
Email: office@urbandevotion.org
Facebook / Twitter: @urbandevotion
Insta: @udbyouth

Lakes Rd, Erdington, Birmingham, B23 7UH
Tel: 0121 386 6150

Red Hot Chilli Steppers Walking Group : 11:00am

MONDAY

URBAN DEVOTION BIRMINGHAM

PERRY COMMON
COMMUNITY HALL

SYCAMORE COURT

46 Buxton Road, Perry Common, B23 5GA
Tel: 0121 386 4724
www.wittonlodge.org.uk
*Please note that all activities at Sycamore Court
need to be pre-booked, unless stated otherwise.
Please call if you are interested in an activity

MONDAY
Knitting Club : 1:00pm – 3:00pm
WellbeiChair Based Yoga : 11:00am – 12:00 midday
Relaxation Time: 1:30pm – 3:30pm
With Tea and Cakes – as well as healthy options!

TUESDAY
Bingo : 6:00pm-7:30pm
All welcome. Please support this event which is in danger of closing due
to low numbers. Cash prizes. Please book using the details above.

FRIDAY

Ring Of Sound Choir : 7:15pm - 8:15pm
For more information please call Linda on 07960 386252
or email Linda.Hines@wittonlodge.org.uk.

Stay & Play : 9:30am – 11:00am (Drop in)

WEDNESDAY

MONDAY
The Underground : School Years 3-6
from 3:20pm-4:45pm (at The Underground, St Martin’s
Church Centre, 140 Perry Common Road, B23 5AP)
The Underground : School Years 7-11
from 5:00pm-6:15pm (at The Underground, St Martin’s Church Centre,
140 Witton Lodge Road, B23 5AP)

TUESDAY
Girls Group : School Years 4-9
4:00pm-5:15pm (at the Velvet Community Orchard, Witton Lakes, B23
7XX)
Family Play : (Primary School Children & Parents)
from 3:20pm-4:30pm (The Underground, St Martin’s Church Centre,
140 Witton Lodge Road, B23 5AP)

WEDNESDAY
Wyrley Club : School Years 4-11,
from 4:00pm-5:15pm
Ladsville : School Years 5-6
from 3:20pm-4:30pm (at The Underground, St Martin’s
Church Centre, 140 Witton Lodge Road, B23 5AP)
Football at NBA : School Year 6-11
5:30pm-6:30pm (at North Birmingham Academy, appropriate footwear
required)

THURSDAY
Perry Common Girls Group : School Year 6
from 3:20pm-4:30pm “We also run a leadership programme, mentoring
and various school holiday activities”
Perry Common Pensioners Club : (Age 55 and Over)
10:30am-12:30pm (3rd Monday of the month)

PERRY COMMON LIBRARY

College Road, Perry Common, B44 0HH
Tel: 0121 464 0481
Email: Perry.Common.Library@birmingham.gov.uk
www.libraryofbirmingham.com
Opening Times:
Monday: 9am-1pm and 2-5pm
Thursday: 10am-1pm and 2-6pm
*Friday: 9am-1pm and 2-5pm
*Limited Library Service Available
Saturday: 9am-1pm and 2-5pm

Knitting Club: 10:30am – 12:00 midday

ORCHARD TEA ROOM

At The Velvet Community Orchard (through the green gates by the
dividing path between the two lakes), Witton Lakes, B23 7XX
Tel: 0121 382 1930
www.wittonlodge.org.uk

Film Club : 1:30pm – 3:30pm

THURSDAY
Extend Exercise Class : 10:00am - 11:00am

FRIDAY

MONDAY

Sycamore Court Quiz Night : 4th Friday of every month
7:00pm - 9:00pm

Knit n Knatter : 1:00pm-3:00pm

ELIM LIFE CHURCH

120 Warren Rd, Birmingham B44 8QD
Tel: 0121 350 9650

MONDAY
The Orchard Tearoom is open : Monday’s 12:00 noon - 4:00pm
Friday’s 10:00am – 1:00pm
Times and dates of all listings are subject to change. Please check with
the individual venue to confirm.

PERRY TREE CENTRE

College Road (at the junction with Dovedale Road)
Perry Common, B23 5BX
Tel: 0121 675 5571

TUESDAY
Extend Exercise Class : 10:00 – 11:00am

THURSDAY
Ancestry Group : 11:00am – 12:00 midday
Job Club : 2:00pm-4:00pm
Reading Group : 3:30pm-4:30pm (3rd Thursday of the month)

FRIDAY

Oasis Express Over 55s Luncheon Club : 12noon-2:00pm
Elim Life Church Pheasey , Romney Way, B43 7TL

Employment Advice : 9:00am – 1:00pm (Drop In)

TUESDAY

Housing Advice Surgery : 2:00pm-4:30pm (Last Friday of the month)

Foodbank : 11:00am-2:00pm
Elim Life Church Community Hub, Kettlehouse Road, Kingstanding, B44 9JH

Wellbeing Support : 2:00pm-5:00pm
Computer Support : 3:00pm-5:00pm (Drop In)

Oasis Express Over 55s Luncheon Club : 12noon-2:00pm
Elim Life Church Kingstanding, Warren Road, B44 8QD

SATURDAY

WEDNESDAY

Young People’s Tuition : 2:45pm-4:45pm

English Language Class : 9:30am-11:30am
Elim Life Church Kingstanding, Warren Road, B44 8QD

KINGSTANDING LIBRARY

Kingstanding Road, Kingstanding, B44 9ST
Tel: 0121 464 5193
Email: Kingstanding.Library@birmingham.gov.uk
www.libraryofbirmingham.com
Opening Times:
Tuesday: 10am-1pm and 2pm-6pm
Friday: 9am-1pm and 2pm-5pm
Saturday: 9am-1pm and 2pm-5pm

Little Seeds Toddler Group : 10:00am-12noon
Elim Life Church Pheasey, Romney Way, B43 7TL

GET IN TOUCH
The information given here is just a flavour of the services and activities
taking place in the area every week. If you would like to find out more, or
sign up for any of the activities mentioned in this newsletter, you can:
Call us on 0121 382 1930 or email : Paul.Tse@wittonlodge.org.uk
Alternatively see our website : www.wittonlodge.org.uk
You can also find us on
Facebook @wittonlodgecommunityassociation
and on Twitter @wittonlodge

THURSDAY
Little Seeds Toddler Group : 10:00am-12noon
Elim Life Church Kingstanding, Warren Road, B44 8QD

FRIDAY
Oasis Express Over 55s Luncheon Club : 12noon-2:00pm
Lakeside Centre, Wyrley Birch, B23 7UH
Elevate Youth Club : 7:30pm-9:00pm
Elim Life Church Pheasey, Romney Way, B43 7TL
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TUESDAY
Computer Support : 2:00pm-5:00pm (Drop In)
Job Club : 2:00pm-5:00pm (Drop In)
Wellbeing Support : 2:00pm-5:00pm (Drop In)
Housing Advice Surgery : 2:00pm-4:30pm (1st Tuesday of the month)
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