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Welcome!
Welcome to the December 2018 edition
of Perry Common Matters.

REMEMBER
THEM

It’s certainly been a busy and exciting few months with
a number of interesting schemes and events taking
place across the community.
And with the year now coming to an end, it’s time
to reflect on the past 12-months and look ahead
to what 2019 has in store for Perry Common.

Our volunteers John, June and Margaret did
us proud on Remembrance Sunday when
they travelled to The Cenotaph in Whitehall
to support the nation’s 100-year Armistice
anniversary celebrations.

We hope you enjoy reading all about it.

Turn to page 2 for the full story
and more pictures.

West Midlands
Mayor visits
Mayor of The West Midlands, Andy Street, popped
into Witton Lodge Community Association to meet with
staff, residents and volunteers.

THANK YOU FOR A PERRY
COMMON CHRISTMAS

Our Chair, Linda Hines gave a presentation on the history of the Association
before Chief Officer, Afzal Hussain, took Mayor Street, who was accompanied by
local councillor Bob Beauchamp on a tour of Perry Common Community Hall.

‘A Perry Common Christmas’ 2018 was a huge success with
hundreds of residents attending the event on December 7th.

During their visit they learned how the Association supports young people to
unleash their potential and acquire the skills they need to secure employment.
The Mayor also spoke to local residents about WLCA and the
positive impact it has had on their lives.

There were a wide range of attractions for people to enjoy, with highlights
including Christmas carols and music, stalls and crafts, children’s activities, sports
competitions and live entertainment.

And last, but by no means least, they got
to meet our extraordinary volunteer
and trustee Mary Harvey who, at
97-years of age, continues to play
an active role in supporting
the Association and all its
community focussed activities.

Activities took place at St Martin’s Church Centre, The Underground, Perry
Common Community Hall and The Net around ‘The Ring’ on Witton
Lodge Road.
Linda Hines MBE, said: “A Perry Common Christmas is a muchloved event for everyone who lives in the area and this year’s
event really captured the strong community spirit that
exists here.”

You may recall we ran Part
1 of Mary’s story in the last
edition. Part 2 is coming your
way in the new year.

Relive all the fun and joy
of a perry common christmas
with our special photo
calendar pull out inside.
turn to page 3 now!
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A FESTIVE MESSAGE

REMEMBERING OUR FALLEN HEROES

FROM CHIEF OFFICER

Witton Lodge Community Association volunteers
joined thousands of people in the nation’s capital on
Remembrance Sunday to pay tribute to the men and
women who made the ultimate sacrifice for their country.

Afzal Hussain
May this festive season
sparkle and shine
As we approach the festive season many
of us will be busy making plans and
looking forward to spending time with our
loved ones. You may be hosting the big day
or visiting family and friends, and there’s
always last-minute shopping to be done.
Santa will be busy this year. It can also be a
lonely time for some, so please take a little
time to call in on a neighbour.
Personally I’m looking forward to a little
rest and finding a quiet moment to reflect
on what has been a busy and interesting
year at Witton Lodge. This newsletter
gives you a good feel and flavour of what

we do, and I’m hopeful that the theme
of ‘community’ comes through loud
and strong. Whether you have recently
moved into Perry Common or you’re
a longstanding resident and know all
about us, there are numerous ways for
you to get involved. We’re particularly
good at helping people keep their new
year’s resolutions! So drop us a message
or even better pop into Perry Common
Community Hall for a coffee and chat.
Wishing you a very Happy Christmas and
a peaceful, prosperous New Year.

CREATIVE CRAFTS A WORK OF ART

Wellbeing wreath
workshop participants June
Gardner, John Robinson
and Margaret Carter took
part in The National Service
of Remembrance at The
Cenotaph in Whitehall.

opportunity and an experience the three
of us will never forget. We felt
like royalty.”
Witton Lodge received £200 funding
from the Big Ideas Company to create
the wreaths which June, John and
Margaret laid at The Cenotaph.

The Queen, Government
Ministers, former Prime
Ministers, the Mayor of London
and members of the Armed
Forces were all in attendance
to commemorate those who lost
their lives during world wars.
June described the day as ‘the
experience of a lifetime.’
“It was a really lovely day, especially
when we got to lay the wreaths that
we’d made on the Cenotaph,” she
said.
“It was the first time they’d invited
10,000 civilians to be a part of the
day – because it was the centenary
anniversary – and we all got to join the
procession and walk through
St James’ Park.
Being there and being a part of it felt
fantastic, it was absolutely amazing. I
never dreamed I’d have the opportunity
to do it, it was a once in a lifetime

Over the last few months members of the
Creative Moments Craft Group, who meet at
St Martin’s Church each Wednesday, have
been involved in a Heritage Lottery Funded
project commemorating the end of WW1.
Working with Genealogist, Liz Palmer, the group were joined by others
to find out about their ancestors who served in the Great War. Coupled
with visits to see the ‘Weeping Poppies’ display in Stoke on Trent, theatre
productions and listening to guest speakers, they discovered a lot about
what life was like in the early 1900s for both the armed forces, nurses
and those left behind.
They took the results of their findings and translated them into artwork
which centred around an old war stretcher they’d found in a cupboard!
The stretcher serves as a canvas to display the images and names of
the brave men and women whose stories were uncovered. These
names have been framed with 100 handmade polymer clay poppies
– one for each year that has passed since the end of the war. In the
centre of each poppy is a casting of WW1 military buttons and other
interesting artefacts.
The display appeared at Birmingham Cathedral from the 9th to
23rd of November, at St Margaret’s Church on Jarvis Road on the
1st of December and St Martin’s Church on the 7th.
Meanwhile, members of St Martin’s Social Care Project
are looking forward to 2019 with relish.

KEEP BURGLARS AT BAY
West Midlands Police officers working with
the Kingstanding Neighbourhood Team are
asking residents to stay safe over the Festive
period and deter burglars.
If you go out after dark either use timers
on lamps or leave lights in your property
switched on. Never leave car keys and
valuables in plain sight or near a door and
if you have to defrost your vehicle on an icy
morning, pour yourself a hot cuppa and stay
with your vehicle until it’s ready to drive.
Other precautions to take include making sure
you don’t advertise your Christmas presents by
leaving the boxes to any new appliances that you
get outside your home, for collection, but in full
view of passers-by.

Alternatively you can send them an email at:
Kingstanding@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk
People are also encouraged to use the Force’s
newly launched Live Chat function which gives
members of the public an alternative way to
contact the police. Live Chat allows people to
talk directly to a Contact Advisor.
You can access Live Chat by clicking on a link
which can be found on the ‘contact us’ page on
the West Midlands Police website.
And finally, Merry Christmas and a Happy
and Safe New Year to all residents from the
Kingstanding Neighbourhood Team.

The Kingstanding Neighbourhood team is
available for any concerns that people may have
and can be contacted on 101 ext 8466003.

Over the next 12 months there will be monthly film
shows, tea dances, Men’s Work Shed activities, day trips
out and weekly coffee mornings to complement the
ever-popular Lunch Club.
New for 2019 will be a ‘Soup Café’ where people can
enjoy some homemade soup with a bread roll and a spot
of light live musical
entertainment.
Look for details
on all activities
on the St Martin’s
notice board and
remember, everyone
is welcome.

GRACE AT LIBRARY
Staff at Perry Common Library, supported by volunteers and members
of the Perry Barr Pensioners Group, organised two coffee mornings
and helped to raise £219.72 for Macmillan Cancer Support.
Meanwhile the library took people back in time last week during a special
Christmas 60s event where Grace Holte, author of ‘The Girl From Guildford Street
presented a talk on growing up in working-class Birmingham
from 1957-68.

A Perry Common Christmas in Pictures

perry common CALENDAR 2019

SESSIONS inspire WILSON STUART PUPILS
Birmingham Repertory Theatre has been visiting Wilson Stuart School to
deliver non-verbal physical drama sessions to groups of pupils, using music
and simple props to encourage imaginative play.
The aims of the sessions were to help improve
self-confidence, self-esteem, curiosity, empathy,
imagination and creativity as well as developing
communication skills.

The school is looking forward to
continuing working with the Rep
throughout the remainder of school year.

The children loved the sessions and pupils who
have often struggled to engage and focus in
activities really found them to be beneficial.
These also helped the children to develop
positive relationships and made them more
self-aware while boosting their emotional
wellbeing.

REACH FOR THE BLUEskY
Bluesky Nursery is a new mainstream provision
located at the Ofsted-Outstanding Wilson Stuart
School. The nursery offers unique opportunities for
children by accessing all school facilities on a weekly
basis.
These include: Swimming, Soft Play, Sensory Room, Large outdoor areas,
Cooking, Music, Physical development.
The nursery offers exceptional education and care provision for 2-4
year olds with great emphasis put on each child developing at their own
unique place.
It is open Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm, 50 weeks a year. Anyone
who is interested in registering their child at Bluesky should contact the
nursery by calling 0121 373 4475 to arrange a viewing.

INFLATED LEARNING AT STORY WOOD
More than 50 employees from professional services company
KPMG joined staff and pupils at Story Wood School as part of
their community responsibility project.
KPMG already have a working relationship with the school as volunteer readers
join pupils on a weekly basis. However, this project offered not only support for the
children but also helped with much needed support with site maintenance in the
Story Wood.
Over 20 team members came dressed in outdoor gardening gear and embarked
on clearing the wood of nettles, weeds, brambles and overgrown shrubs. A smaller
group helped pupils plant Spring-flowering plants around the school.
During their visit over 30 of the KPMG team worked in small teams to help set
up and organise a range of
‘inflatable’ maths games. This
gave them the opportunity to get
to better know the pupils, who all
enjoyed the challenge provided
by the games and the interaction
with KPMG staff.
The project proved an excellent
way of getting pupils active with
maths and undertake a piece of
outdoor work that will be of great
benefit to the school.
Staff and pupils would like to
thank all the employees from
KPMG who worked together to
make it such a great day.

A MESSAGE FROM
OUR CHAIR

as employment support and access to health and
wellbeing services.

Christmas and New year Message from
WLCA Chair, Linda Hines MBE
As a Resident Director of Witton Lodge Community
Association, Perry Common is very special to me.
I moved here with my family in 1977 and have seen
and been a part of its regeneration over the past 25
years.
It is safe to say that 2018 has been an exciting year
with both our ‘Spring into Summer’ and ‘Perry
Common Christmas’ events both very successful.
We now open and run Perry Common Library
every Friday to offer free housing advice as well

A YEAR TO BE PROUD OF
A festive message from
Independent Living
Co-ordinator, Lorna Pusey.
To all the residents, volunteers and staff
at Sycamore Court – wishing you all a
very Merry Christmas and good wishes
and blessings for a prosperous, healthy
and safe New year. I hope your dreams,
desires and wishes come true.
As we approach the end of 2018 the words ‘sheer
disbelief’ come to mind. This has certainly been a
year full of adventure, hard work, happiness
and excitement.
Working together with you all, we have achieved
so much and I am so proud of everyone. We have
had a lot of new staff start at Sycamore Court - a big
thank you to our new Welcome Office Administrator,
Hyacinth for making such an immediate and
positive impact.
My gratitude also goes to all our residents,
volunteers and family members at Sycamore Court
for taking us into their lives and homes and allowing
us the opportunity to assist, advise and guide them in
ways which serve to enhance their quality of life.

Looking forward to 2019, we will be developing an
Environment Centre within Witton Lakes which will
include a Community Orchard, Café and Community
Rooms where people can get energy saving tips and
much, much more besides. Part of the building will
have a living roof while there will also be an outside
seating area and raised beds which people can use to
grow vegetables or flowers.
We are also purchasing local properties, refurbishing
them and letting them at Market Rent for those who
are in need of accommodation but don’t meet the
criteria for our socially rented homes.
So as we bid farewell to 2018 and usher in 2019, it’s
a real pleasure and privilege to lead the Association
and I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and
prosperous New Year.

NEW YOUTH CLUBS SPARK URBAN devotion
It’s Monday. School’s done for the day. It’s raining outside. You’re bored of
the same old routine. Urban Devotion can help.
The Underground is a youth centre in the heart of Perry Common and is
designed with you in mind. You wouldn’t know it from the outside but there’s a
large sports hall with a three-quarter sized basketball court, climbing wall and
space to play football and other sports. There’s also a lounge where we play PS4,
pool and air hockey; we also make toasties and provide space for young people to
hang out and make friends.
From January we are extending the age of our younger club so that it caters for
children from Schools Years 3 to 6. This club will run from 3.20-4.45pm and is
a drop-in club so you can arrive at any time. Our older club continues to be for
those from Years 7 to 13 and will run from 5-6.15pm. Entry is £1 but the great
news is that you get in free on your first visit and whenever you bring a friend
who has not been before!
For more information about
this or anything else that
Urban Devotion Birmingham
do please get in touch:

T: 0121 350 9370
E: office@urbandevotion.org

Track Friday

Or follow us on:
Facebook: /urbandevotion
Twitter: @urbandevotion
Instagram: udbyouth

Redevelopment Completed

The fun has continued throughout 2018 with trips to
Llandudno and Liverpool while we’ve also enjoyed a
number of special celebrations and parties.
And there’s more to come before the end of the year
with a Victorian Christmas Market in Stratfordupon-Avon, Christmas Lunch at The Aston Tavern,
a Christmas Disco and to cap it all Sycamore Court
Christmas Day Dinner.
That’s one way to end the year and welcome
in 2019…

Part 2 of our live music and
performance event Track
Friday is set to take place on
Friday the 25th of January
2019. We are on the lookout
for local creatives to showcase
their talents at the event.
So if you’re a singer, rapper, comedian,
poet, soul or R&B vocalist, reggae or jazz
artist, Bangra dancer or musician this
could be your chance to shine.

November saw the completion of building work on the last of
the 166 new homes being developed off Dovedale Road and
Enderby Road.
This final development stage marks the end of the Housing Build
Programme launched by Birmingham City Council in partnership
with Witton Lodge Community Association 25 years ago.
In total, the project has overseen the construction of 913 new
homes and provided a massive uplift in the quality of local
community facilities.

The event runs from 5:30pm to 9:00pm
at Perry Common Community Hall on
Witton Lodge Road.

One major project now remains. Work to complete
improvements to Perry Common Recreation Ground
will resume in the Spring. Once completed it will improve
the biodiversity of the area and complete Perry Common’s
transformation into a modern urban neighbourhood.

If you’d like to be a part of Track Friday
please email: dellano.lewis@wittonlodge.
org.uk Alternatively telephone him on
0121 382 1930/07496879831

An Open Day, to be held in March 2019, will give residents an
opportunity to talk to council officers and project partners as the
final phase of the scheme restarts.

WHAT’S ON

SYCAMORE COURT

46 Buxton Road, Perry Common. B23 5GA
Tel: 0121 386 4724 www.wittonlodge.org.uk
*Activities need to be pre-booked, unless stated.
Please call if you are interested in an activity

ST MARTINS CHURCH CENTRE
140 Witton Lodge Road, , Perry Common, B23 5AP
Tel: 0121 382 7555 www.ctheking.co.uk

PERRY COMMON
COMMUNITY HALL

URBAN DEVOTION
BIRMINGHAM

148 Witton Lodge Road, Perry Common, B23 5AP
Tel: 0121 350 9370
Email: office@urbandevotion.org
Facebook / Twitter: @urbandevotion
Insta: @udbyouth

87 Witton Lodge Road, Perry Common. B23 5JD
Tel: 0121 382 1930 www.wittonlodge.org.uk

MONDAY

MONDAY

MONDAY

St Martin’s Parent & To Group
9:30 – 11:30am

Massage Therapy
11:00am – 1:00pm

Perry Common Men’s Work Shed
10:00am – 2:00pm

Wellbeing Surgery (Drop In)
With Tea and Cakes – as healthy as possible!
1:30pm – 3:00pm

TUESDAY

TUESDAY

Red Hot Chilli Steppers Walking Group
11:00am

WEDNESDAY
Aikido
7:30pm - 9:30pm

THURSDAY

Age Concern Day Centre
10:00am - 2:00pm
Bingo – All welcome. Please support this event which
is in danger of closing due to low numbers. Cash
prizes. Please book using the details above.
6:00 - 7:30pm

Brew’s Up Coffee Morning
10:00am – 12:00 midday
Perry Common Men’s Work Shed
10:00am – 2:00pm
St Martin’s Lunch Club
11:30am – 2:30pm
Kick Boxing (under age 16)
6:00 – 7:00pm

MONDAY
The Underground – School Years 3-6
3:30 – 4:45pm (at The Underground, St Martin’s
Church Centre, 140 Perry Common Road, B23 5AP)
The Underground – School Years 7-11
5:00 – 6:15pm (at The Underground, St Martin’s
Church Centre, 140 Witton Lodge Road, B23 5AP)

TUESDAY
Tea In The Playground
(Primary School Children & Parents)
3:20 – 3:45pm (at Story Wood School, Hastings
Road, B23 5AJ)

Pain Clinic
10:00am – 1:00pm (by GP appointment only)

Ring Of Sound Choir
7.15pm to 8.15pm
For more information please call Linda on 07960
386252 or email Linda.Hines@wittonlodge.org.uk.

Kick Boxing (age 16 and over)
7:00 – 8:00pm

Slimming World 4:30pm - 9:00pm
5:00pm (1st Session)

WEDNESDAY

St Martin’s Parent & Toddler Group
9:30 – 11:30am

FRIDAY

Knitting Group
10:30am – 12:00 midday

Creative Moments Craft Group
12:00 – 2:00pm

Slimming World
10:00am

Film Club
1:30 – 3:30pm

THURSDAY

WEDNESDAY

Housing Advice Surgery
2:00 – 4:00pm

THURSDAY

Junior Club – School Years 4-6
4:00 – 4:45pm (at Lakeside Children’s Centre, Lakes
Road, Wyrley Birch, B23 7UH)

Councillor Surgery
(Councillor Bob Beauchamp)
6:30 – 7:30pm
2nd Friday of the month

Extend Exercise Class
10:00 - 11:00am

Film Afternoon
1:00 – 4:00pm (Monthly)
Please enquire for dates
Tea Dances
1:00 – 4:00pm (Monthly)
Please enquire for dates

Quiz Night
7:00pm - 9:00pm (Please check our website and
notice boards for dates and times)

Age Concern Day Centre
10:00am – 2:00pm

Senior Club – School Years 7-8
5:00 – 5:45pm (at Lakeside Children’s Centre, Lakes
Road, Wyrley Birch, B23 7UH)
HOPE Kids - For children in Reception to Year 6
5:15 – 6:30pm (every month at The Net, 159 Witton
Lodge Road, B23 5AR)

PERRY COMMON LIBRARY
College Road, Perry Common, B44 0HH
Tel: 0121 464 0481
Email: Perry.Common.Library@birmingham.gov.uk
www.libraryofbirmingham.com

FRIDAY
Wellbeing Support
2:00 – 4:00pm
Avon Bingo
6:00 – 8:00pm (every two weeks)

THE NET
159 Witton Lodge Road, Perry Common. B23 7AR
Tel: 0121 373 7406 www.thenet-church.co.uk

WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY

Girls Group – School Years 4-9
4:30 – 5:30pm (at the Velvet Community Orchard,
Witton Lakes, B23 7XX)
Family Play (Primary School Children & Parents)
3:45 - 4:45pm (The Underground, St Martin’s Church
Centre, 140 Witton Lodge Road, B23 5AP)

Perry Common Men’s Work Shed
10:00am – 2:00pm

THURSDAY

Extend Exercise Class
11:00am – 12:00 midday

67 Boys – Boys in School Years 6-7
4:00 – 5:00pm (at The Underground, St Martin’s
Church Centre, 140 Witton Lodge Road, B23 5AP)

St Martin’s Lunch Club
11:30 – 2:30pm

SATURDAY
Little Stars Dance Studio
10:00am – 5:00pm

KINGSTANDING LIBRARY
Kingstanding Road, Kingstanding, B44 9ST
Tel: 0121 464 5193
Email: Kingstanding.Library@birmingham.gov.uk
www.libraryofbirmingham.com

Football – School Year 6 to age 18
5:30 – 6:30 (at Witton Lakes, B23 7AS, or The
Underground, St Martin’s Church Centre, 140
Witton Lodge Road, B23 5AP – please check in
advance for venue details)

ORCHARD TEA ROOM

At The Velvet Community Orchard
(through the green gates by the dividing path
between the two lakes) Witton Lakes, B23 7XX
Tel: 0121 382 1930 www.wittonlodge.org.uk

MONDAY
Perry Common Pensioners Club (Age 55 and Over)
10:30 - 12:30 (3rd Monday of the month)
Knit n Knatter
1:00 - 3:00pm

MONDAY

THURSDAY

The Net Chat Club
12:00 – 2:00pm

Ancestry Group
11:00am – 12:00 midday

TUESDAY

Job Club
2:00 – 4:00pm
Reading Group
3:30 – 4:30pm (3rd Thursday of the month)

FRIDAY

The Net Lunch Club
12:00 – 2:00pm

PERRY TREE CENTRE

College Road (at the junction with Dovedale Road)
Perry Common, B23 5BX Tel: 0121 675 5571

Employment Advice
9:00am – 1:00pm (Drop In)

Young People’s Tuition
2:45 – 4:45pm

Times and dates of all listings are subject to change.
Please check with the individual venue to confirm.

Job Club
2:00 – 5:00pm (Drop In)

GET IN TOUCH

Wellbeing Support
2:00 – 5:00pm (Drop In)

The information given here is just a flavour of the
services and activities taking place in the area
every week. If you would like to find out more, or
sign up for any of the activities mentioned in this
newsletter, you can:
Call us on 0121 382 1930
or email Paul on Paul.Tse@wittonlodge.org.uk
Alternatively see our website
www.wittonlodge.org.uk.
You can also find us on
Facebook @wittonlodgecommunityassociation
and on Twitter @wittonlodge

Lakeside Children’s Centre

Wellbeing Support
2:00pm – 5:00pm

SATURDAY

Computer Support
2:00 – 5:00pm (Drop In)

Housing Advice Surgery
2:00 – 4:30pm (1st Tuesday of the month)

Housing Advice Surgery
2:00 – 4:30pm (Last Friday of the month)

Computer Support
3:00 – 5:00pm (Drop In)

TUESDAY

The Orchard Tearoom is open
Monday’s 12:00 – 4:00pm
Friday’s 10:00am – 1:00pm

Lakes Rd, Erdington, Birmingham, B23 7UH
Tel: 0121 386 6150

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Extend Exercise Class
10:00 – 11:00am

Job Club
10:00am – 1:00pm (Drop In)

Become A Resident Director And Make A Difference To Your Area
What’s in this newsletter is just a flavour of what’s going on locally. If you like what you have seen
and want to make a real difference to our local area – then why not become a
‘Resident Director’ with Witton Lodge Community Association.
You could make your ideas a reality and at the same time learn new skills, meet new people and have a really
positive impact on your local community.
For more information please contact: Chair, Linda Hines or Chief Officer, Afzal Hussain
on Tel: 0121 382 1930 or Email: Afzal.Hussain@wittonlodge.org.uk

