WYRLEY

Spring 2019

WHISPERS
Something To Shout About

Welcome
Welcome to the latest edition of Wyrley
Whispers, packed with all the latest news,
information, events and activities from
across your community.

We hope you enjoy reading all about it and don’t forget, if you have something of interest you’d
like published in the newsletter.
Please email: steve.sharma@wittonlodge.org.uk or call: 0121 382 1930

FAREWELL
OUR TOM

FESTIVAL GETS
A MAKEOVER
Watch this space for details of a new and
improved Wyrley Festival of Fun later this year.
This annual event is about celebrating Wyrley
Birch so what better way to do this than to bring
it right into the heart of the estate?

It is with much
sadness that we
report the passing
of Thomas Hurley;
Tom was the very
rst resident on the
new Wyrley Birch
estate. He lived on Blackrock Road and was much
loved by fellow residents. Tom was also a founder
member of the Residents Forum.
Tom led a long and eventful life. Born in Dublin in
1926 he was one of eight children. He actually lied
about his age to join the 18th Artillery of the Irish
Army when he was just 15. He quickly rose to the
level of Sergeant and performed duties as a gunnery
training instructor, drill sergeant and administer. He
joined the RAF in 1946 and once again rose to the
rank of Sergeant.
Tom met Joan Keeler who became his wife for 60
happy years. After joining Birmingham City Police
and moving into Wyrley Birch in 1955 in the rst
rollout of designated Police houses, he was seconded
as Inspector to Nyasaland, now Malawi in Africa,
where he was responsible for police transport and
movement around the country.
Among his many accolades with the police he was
Presented with the Royal Humane Certicate by the
Lord Mayor of Birmingham for saving a child’s life
who had fallen down the stairs at the courts. He also
received three further awards from the Police Watch
Committee and 17 Commendations from the police
including a Police Good Conduct and a Long
Service Medal.
Retiring from duty in 1981 Tom kept active by
joining the Probationary Service for ten years and
served with St. John’s Ambulance Service until 2007
where he was credited with saving a failing Division.
He increased membership, raised funds and
procured thousands of pounds for new equipment,
new ambulances and a garage. It was here he rose to
be County Commander for Staffordshire.
For those of you who had the pleasure of meeting
Thomas, he was a much-loved friend and friendly
neighbour, always willing to have a chat with you
and pass the time with, he never once dwelled on his
failing health. He will be greatly missed.

RIP Tom.

We’re planning to run activities on the streets and
green spaces of Wyrley Birch as well
as utilising the amazing park and
lake right next door.
We’ll have donkey rides,
kayaking, a climbing wall
and much more.

Getting in a Flap
One eagle-eyed resident recently spotted these
feathered friends perched on a security barrier at
Witton Lakes. Luckily she had her camera with her and
took a snap of the winged clan before they ew away. And
while, as they say, a picture can tell a thousand stories we
asked local residents to come up with a witty caption to
accompany the photograph.
Those that were sent in included: “Birds of a
feather watch together” (from Sheila Barker), “They say

the early bird catches the worm
so I guess these are all late then!”
(Dan Lawrie), “The new Perry Common
football team” (Terry James), “We shall sit here until we
get a no-deal Brexit” (Alison Kyle), “The 9th wonder of the
park” (Helen McGann), “I’m Walter, no I’m Walter, no I’m
Walter…” (Sue Hughes) and our winning caption – “Your
name’s not on the list, you’re not coming in” from Sue
Willets.

ROB’S PRIDE FOR WYRLEY BIRCH
Rob Spencer received Birmingham City Council’s
Employee of the Year award for 2018 – after spending
12 years working with residents and families to improve
the quality of life in Wyrley Birch.
“Wyrley Birch was in a state of neglect as it had been
abandoned by many of the agencies and organisations
who were tasked with helping and developing it,” he
said.

TAKING
STEPS TO
SUPPORT RESIDENTS
A united approach to energising the Wyrley Birch
estate saw residents join local agencies for the rst in
a series of public walkabouts.
Organised by the Friends of Wyrley Birch to engage
with the local community, representatives from Witton
Lodge Community Association, Urban Devotion and
Spurgeons took to the streets alongside Birmingham
City Council, West Midlands Fire Service and West
Midlands Police.

“The idea that people had given up on Wyrley Birch
when it needed them most was a real motivator for me
and I refused to walk away as well. I knew, with the right
support, we could effect positive change and turn things
around for the families who lived there.”
With support from, among others, Witton Lodge
Community Association and its Resident Director, Linda
Hines MBE, Rob made his presence felt across Wyrley
Birch and slowly but surely, things started to change.
“With the support of Linda, who really is a force of
nature, local estate caretaker Terry Dingley, the police
and other local people, we decided action was both
necessary and urgent,” said Rob.
“We started to visit homes and knock on doors, just
to get a foothold in the community and establish a
presence.

During the walkabout the group spoke to residents
about the type of help and support needed by people
who live on the estate.
This was the rst event of its kind, a new way to engage
with people and identify the needs they have.
During the walkabout, the group was made aware of a
range of issues affecting the estate including y tipping,
abandoned properties, litter, dog mess and anti-social
behaviour.
“Talking to people on the estate gave the group a clear
understanding of what’s needed there.
For more details email: Linda.hines@wittonlodge.org.uk
or call: 07960 386 252

MAKE ROOM AT SCHOOL
There are four new classrooms at St Margaret Mary
School. Building work started last Spring and was
completed in November, when the grand opening
was performed by Archbishop Bernard Longley. This
new facility, together with a new nursery block, is
proving very popular with parents.

WORLD CLASS SPORTS
PITCH FOR YOU
Urban Devotion Birmingham is thrilled to tell you that
North Birmingham Academy has recently opened
it’s brand new 4G all weather sports pitch and are
making it available for children and young people in the
local community to use. We are partnering with NBA
and Birmingham St Georges RTC to deliver weekly
Community Football sessions from 5pm-6pm every
Wednesday afternoon.
8-16 year olds can experienced games, penalty shootouts and coaching delivered by UEFA B Licensed
coaches.
Our team of youth workers are also on hand to provide
encouragement and support as well as signposting
onto other activities.
It costs just £1 per week and players need to wear
appropriate footwear – astro boots or clean trainers.
for more information about this or anything else that
Urban Devotion Birmingham do please get in touch:
Phone: 0121 350 9370
Email: office@urbandevotion.org

“The main issue was people’s complaints and concerns
were not being heard, they weren’t being listened to so
no action was being taken to right the wrongs.
“It sounds simple enough but all we did was speak to
people, to understand their needs, what they needed,
what they wanted.
“We got some brilliant support and feedback. People
were responding to the idea that someone could help
reduce anti-social behaviour on the estate and that
gathered support and momentum; people were not
prepared to be victims anymore.
Unemployment had always been rife across Wyrley
Birch and Rob was determined to break a cycle that
spanned generations.
“We identied a need to provide people with
opportunities like there was back in the 1980s; youth
clubs, facilities, amenities and activities that would
occupy them, things to nurture and direct people in the
right way.
“The people needed to gain a sense of purpose, reason
and identity. Knowing they were not alone was a good
start, knowing that there was help out there for them
made such a massive difference.
“Today, on the back of the work that we did, Wyrley
Birch is a united community and much nicer place to live
and visit. Long may it continue.”

BECOME A
T-block CHAMPION
At Birmingham City Council we want to work
with you to ensure you live in a clean and secure
environment.
If you live in one of the T-Blocks you may have
received a leaet through your door asking for Block
Champions. We are looking for one resident in each
block to become a voice for your block.
All that is required is for you to walk the block with
Council staff once a month. This small step can really
make a difference to the area you live in and encourage
others to want to keep the communal and surrounding
areas clean and free of rubbish.
If you do care about your environment we want to hear
from you.
The role of a T-Block champion is to listen to the views
of other residents.

Lakeside children’s
centre ADULT
LEARNERS EARN
AWARD
Nine successful learners have completed the
Level 1 Award in Preparing to Work in Schools at
Featherstone Children’s Centre.

COME ON KIDS,
GET CREATIVE
At UDB we are passionate about creating space
for children and young people to have fun, build
friendships and discover their unique purpose and
potential.

You will be supported by your local housing team and
be invited to attend meetings to meet other T-Block
champions.

You may be aware that we run a drop in club for
children and young people at Lakeside every
Wednesday afternoon. What you may not be aware of
is that we have now extended this to children in School
Year 3!

If you are interested in getting involved in any other
way, please contact your Tenant Participation Ofcer
Amanda Spurrier on 07766 922 095 or contact your
Estate Caretaker.

For older teenagers we have a dedicated space for
them where they get to engage in amazing creative
activities such as t-shirt designing.

We look forward to your call.

UDB also run occasional pop-up kitchen events to
provide hearty, warm food for families during school
holidays.

Working in Partnership with Birmingham BMet
College, learning took place at the community venue
where a crèche was provided by the Erdington Locality
Children’s Centres.

So if you are in School Years 3-11 we would love to
welcome you to Wyrley Club on Wednesdays from
4pm – 5:15pm.

The learners, all parents of children under ve, wanted
to achieve this award in order to pursue a Level 2
qualication or achieve some kind of paid employment.

We tend to mix things up a bit for the school holidays
but you can keep in touch by contacting us through the
following channels:

Some of the learners commented on their experience.

Instagram: udbyouth
Twitter: @urbandevotion
Facebook: /urbandevotion

“I have really enjoyed this course and have learnt a lot. It
has given me a brilliant opportunity to meet new people
and achieve my level 1,” commented one learner.
Another candidate said: “The level 1 course that took
place here has taken me one step further to open up my
chances for a career. Thank you so much.”
If you are a parent of an under 5 and are interested in
improving your skills and employment opportunities
than contact Zaheer Abbas at Lakeside Children’s
Centre on 0121 675 1970.

ACADEMY STUDENTS REIGN WITH SPAIN
Six Year 9 students from North Birmingham Academy went to the University of Warwick to take part in a
Glastonbury Goes Global competition.
Students spent the day designing and preparing their own music festival in Spanish. They had to do a number of
tasks including interviewing and being interviewed in Spanish, preparing an event programme, making a model and
researching venues and costs before creating a TV advert. They chose to theme their festival on Shakira, locating it in
Colombia on her birthday.
The team won the Spanish prize for the day (from 14 teams competing from across the West Midlands) and were
complimented on their enthusiasm and efforts.

SUPPORT
FOR JOB SEEKERS
Job seekers across Wyrley Birch can now
receive tailored support to boost their search for
employment thanks to Witton Lodge Community
Association.
Job support workshops take place at Lakeside
Children’s Centre every Wednesday from
10:00am - 1:00pm
Sessions look into aspects of the job search process,
from creating CV’s and cover letters to mastering
online applications.
Call Paul on 0121 382 1930
or email paul.tse@wittonlodge.org.uk for details.

URBAN DEVOTION BIRMINGHAM

PERRY COMMON
COMMUNITY HALL

WHAT’S ON

148 Witton Lodge Road, Perry Common, B23 5AP
Tel: 0121 350 9370
Email: ofce@urbandevotion.org
Facebook / Twitter: @urbandevotion
Insta: @udbyouth

Lakes Rd, Erdington, Birmingham, B23 7UH
Tel: 0121 386 6150

LAKESIDE CHILDREN’S CENTRE
Lakes Rd, Erdington, Birmingham, B23 7UH
Tel: 0121 386 6150

MONDAY
Red Hot Chilli Steppers Walking Group : 11:00am

WEDNESDAY
Aikido : 7:30pm -9:30pm

THURSDAY
Pain Clinic : 10:00am – 1:00pm (by GP appointment only)

Baby Group : 1:00pm-2:30pm (0-12 months)
Hug in a Mug : 9:30am – 11:00am

TUESDAY
Terrifc 2’s stay & play : 1:00pm-2:30pm (2-3 years)
Speech and Language Stay and Play : 9:30am – 11:00am (2-5 Years)

WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY

Tea In The Playground : (Primary School Children & Parents)
3:20pm-3:45pm (at Story Wood School, Hastings Road, B23 5AJ)

Slimming World : 10:00am

Girls Group : School Years 4-9
4:30pm-5:30pm (at the Velvet Community Orchard, Witton Lakes, B23
7XX)

Councillor Surgery : (Councillor Bob Beauchamp)
6:30pm-7:30pm 3rd Friday of each month except August at Highcroft
Community Centre & 4th Saturday each month except August at
Bethany Pentecostal Church.
Quiz Night : 7:00pm -9:00pm
(Please check our website and notice boards for dates and times)

SYCAMORE COURT

L46 Buxton Road, Perry Common, B23 5GA
Tel: 0121 386 4724
www.wittonlodge.org.uk
*Please note that all activities at Sycamore Court
need to be pre-booked, unless stated otherwise.
Please call if you are interested in an activity

MONDAY

THURSDAY

Chair Based Yoga : 11:00am – 12:00 midday

FRIDAY
Stay & Play : 9:30am – 11:00am (Drop in)

ORCHARD TEA ROOM

At The Velvet Community Orchard (through the green gates by the
dividing path between the two lakes), Witton Lakes, B23 7XX
Tel: 0121 382 1930
www.wittonlodge.org.uk

Family Play : (Primary School Children & Parents)
3:45pm-4:45pm (The Underground, St Martin’s Church Centre, 140
Witton Lodge Road, B23 5AP)

WEDNESDAY
Junior Club: School Years 3-6
4:00pm-4:45pm (at Lakeside Children’s Centre, Lakes Road, Wyrley
Birch, B23 7UH)
Senior Club : School Years 7-8
5:00pm-5:45pm (at Lakeside Children’s Centre, Lakes Road, Wyrley
Birch, B23 7UH)
HOPE Kids : For children in Reception to Year 6
5:15pm-6:30pm (every month at The Net, 159 Witton Lodge Road,
B23 5AR)

THURSDAY

Job Club : 10:00am – 1:00pm (Drop In)

Baby Massage : 1:00pm-2:00pm
(Call your local Children’s Centre to book on)

The Underground : School Years 7-11
5:00pm-6:15pm (at The Underground, St Martin’s Church Centre, 140
Witton Lodge Road, B23 5AP)

TUESDAY

Little Talker’s : 9.30am – 11:00am
(speech and language focused groups for 2-5years)

Kids West Midlands Support : 9:30am – 11:30am
(Referral only for more information call Lakeside)

The Underground : School Years 3-6
3:30pm-4:45pm (at The Underground, St Martin’s
Church Centre, 140 Perry Common Road, B23 5AP)

Slimming World : 5:00pm (1st Session) 7:00pm (2nd Session)

Housing Advice Surgery : 2:00 – 4:00pm

MONDAY

MONDAY

Wellbeing Surgery : 1:30pm – 3:30pm (Drop In)
With Tea and Cakes – as healthy as possible!

TUESDAY

67 Boys – Boys in School : Years 6-7
4:00pm-5:00pm (at The Underground, St Martin’s
Church Centre, 140 Witton Lodge Road, B23 5AP)
Football : School Year 6 to age 18
5:30pm-6:30pm (at Witton Lakes, B23 7AS, or The Underground, St
Martin’s Church Centre, 140 Witton Lodge Road, B23 5AP – please
check in advance for venue details)

Age Concern Day Centre : 10:00am - 2:00pm

PERRY COMMON LIBRARY

Bingo : 6:00pm-7:30pm
All welcome. Please support this event which is in danger of closing due
to low numbers. Cash prizes. Please book using the details above.

College Road, Perry Common, B44 0HH
Tel: 0121 464 0481
Email: Perry.Common.Library@birmingham.gov.uk
www.libraryofbirmingham.com
Opening Times:
Monday: 9am-1pm and 2-5pm
Thursday: 10am-1pm and 2-6pm
*Friday: 9am-1pm and 2-5pm
*Limited Library Service Available
Saturday: 9am-1pm and 2-5pm

Ring Of Sound Choir : 7:15pm - 8:15pm
For more information please call Linda on 07960 386252
or email Linda.Hines@wittonlodge.org.uk.

WEDNESDAY
Knitting Group : 10:30am – 12:00 midday
Film Club : 1:30pm – 3:30pm

THURSDAY

MONDAY

Extend Exercise Class : 10:00am - 11:00am

Perry Common Pensioners Club : (Age 55 and Over)
10:30am-12:30pm (3rd Monday of the month)

FRIDAY

Knit n Knatter : 1:00pm-3:00pm

Age Concern Day Centre : 10:00am – 2:00pm
Wellbeing Support : 2:00pm – 4:00pm
Avon Bingo : 6:00pm – 8:00pm (every two weeks)

ELIM LIFE CHURCH

The Orchard Tearoom is open : Monday’s 12:00 noon - 4:00pm
Friday’s 10:00am – 1:00pm
Times and dates of all listings are subject to change. Please check with
the individual venue to conrm.

120 Warren Rd, Birmingham B44 8QD
Tel: 0121 350 9650

PERRY TREE CENTRE

TUESDAY
Extend Exercise Class : 10:00 – 11:00am

Ancestry Group : 11:00am – 12:00 midday
Job Club : 2:00pm-4:00pm
Reading Group : 3:30pm-4:30pm (3rd Thursday of the month)

FRIDAY
Employment Advice : 9:00am – 1:00pm (Drop In)

MONDAY
College Road (at the junction with Dovedale Road)
Perry Common, B23 5BX
Tel: 0121 675 557

THURSDAY

Oasis Express Over 55s Luncheon Club : 12noon-2:00pm
Elim Life Church Pheasey , Romney Way, B43 7TL

Housing Advice Surgery : 2:00pm-4:30pm (Last Friday of the month)
Wellbeing Support : 2:00pm-5:00pm
Computer Support : 3:00pm-5:00pm (Drop In)

TUESDAY

SATURDAY

Foodbank : 11:00am-2:00pm
Elim Life Church Community Hub, Kettlehouse Road, Kingstanding, B44 9JH

Young People’s Tuition : 2:45pm-4:45pm

Oasis Express Over 55s Luncheon Club : 12noon-2:00pm
Elim Life Church Kingstanding, Warren Road, B44 8QD

KINGSTANDING LIBRARY
Kingstanding Road, Kingstanding, B44 9ST
Tel: 0121 464 5193
Email: Kingstanding.Library@birmingham.gov.uk
www.libraryofbirmingham.com
Opening Times:
Tuesday: 10am-1pm and 2pm-6pm
Friday: 9am-1pm and 2pm-5pm
Saturday: 9am-1pm and 2pm-5pm

WEDNESDAY

GET IN TOUCH
The information given here is just a avour of the services and activities
taking place in the area every week. If you would like to nd out more, or
sign up for any of the activities mentioned in this newsletter, you can:
Call us on 0121 382 1930 or email : Paul.Tse@wittonlodge.org.uk
Alternatively see our website : www.wittonlodge.org.uk
You can also nd us on
Facebook @wittonlodgecommunityassociation
and on Twitter @wittonlodge

English Language Class : 9:30am-11:30am
Elim Life Church Kingstanding, Warren Road, B44 8QD
Little Seeds Toddler Group : 10:00am-12noon
Elim Life Church Pheasey, Romney Way, B43 7TL

THURSDAY
Little Seeds Toddler Group : 10:00am-12noon
Elim Life Church Kingstanding, Warren Road, B44 8QD

TUESDAY

FRIDAY

Computer Support : 2:00pm-5:00pm (Drop In)

Oasis Express Over 55s Luncheon Club : 12noon-2:00pm
Lakeside Centre, Wyrley Birch, B23 7UH

Job Club : 2:00pm-5:00pm (Drop In)

Elevate Youth Club : 7:30pm-9:00pm
Elim Life Church Pheasey, Romney Way, B43 7TL

Housing Advice Surgery : 2:00pm-4:30pm (1st Tuesday of the month)
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Wellbeing Support : 2:00pm-5:00pm (Drop In)
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