
Greater Birmingham Community-Led Housing 

Network Event 

“Towards a Network” Discussion – Feedback and Insights 

 

30th January 2018. Perry Common Community Hall  
 

33 attendees, including presenters  

 

Below is a culmination of feedback which was gathered in response to questions regarding 

the development of a Community-Led Housing Network; particularly, what this could be and 

do and how it would be most helpful.  

 

What could the purpose of a CLH Network be?  

- A network in Birmingham, for Birmingham 

- To understand the challenges faced by community groups to allow financers to 

adjust and respond to these challenges  

- To gain visibility for community-led groups 

- To enable access to finance opportunities  

- To share information, experiences and learning  

- To visit other CLH groups to see and hear their journey 

- To explore different models of CLH 

- To speed up development of CLH groups by avoiding ‘new’ 

- To have a united voice which can influence policy and to provide political pressure 

- To be an enabling service  

- To lobby and be an advocate  
 

 

What should a CLH Network do? What would be most helpful? 

- Small group support 

- Provide the opportunity to promote services  

- Link into funders to help small groups 

- Finance training 

- Sharing expertise x 2 

- Gaining knowledge / expertise (at free or low cost) to speed up process and reduce 

cost 

- Ability to keep in the loop about what CLH groups are doing, and then apply this at a 

national level  

- Bring in specialists’ x 2 

- Training  

- Spin off sessions/task groups for specific advice  

- Offer guidance / ideas 

- Link into Birmingham Housing group 



 

- Give access to information to others  

- Sharing experiences 

- Involve umbrella organisations  

- Opportunity to learn and to disseminate learning  

- Influence policy  
 

How would you like to be involved in a CLH Network?  

- Attend Events x 4 

- Share knowledge / lending skills x 3 

- Online support tools x 2 

- Interactive online space (e.g. message board) x 2 

- Keep information easily accessible to lessen burden on time 

 

 

Lauren Fridlington 

Community Projects Development Officer, WLCA 

For more information, please contact Lauren on 0121 382 1930 or e-mail 

lauren.fridlington@wittonlodge.org.uk  
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